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Faith from a Student Perspective... 


Food for Thought during Ramadan 
by Sobia Virk 


Sobia Virk is a first year student in Biochemisty. 


Every year during the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, 
1.2 billion Muslims worldwide unite in fasting. The month 
of Ramadan is holy for Muslims, it is a time of worship and 
self-purification through fasting, or Sawn in Arabic: the 
physical abstinence from food, water, and sexual activi- 
ties. Fasting also encompasses restraint of anger, haste, 
and waste while teaching patience, compassion and wis- 
dom. 


The Qur'an says, “O believers! Fasting is prescribed for 
you, even as it was prescribed for those before you so that 
you may learn self-restraint.” [2.183] 


A fast is observed by eating a pre-dawn meal called Suhoor. 
During the daytime, between dawn and sunset, all nutri- 
tion is abstained from, including water. The fast ends at 
sunset with a meal called Iftar. 


This year, Ramadan began on November 16, after sight- 
ing of the new moon. Since then, for the entire month of 
Ramadan, the Muslim Students Association (MSA) has 
been active in establishing daily prayer services and free 
Iftar dinners, funded by donations. A spiritual ambience 
blankets the seventh floor of Concordia’s Hall Building, 
where 350 people gather everyday to collectively break 
their fast and pray in congregation. The entire Concordia 
community is invited, and some individuals join the Iftar 
dinners simply to learn about Ramadan. 


Continued on page 4, see Ramadan PP PP 


For more info about the MSA, please visit 
www.concordiamsa.com — email msaconcordia@vif.com 
or phone 848-7442. 


Imam Salam Elmenwayi is Concordia's Muslim Associate 
Chaplain. Imam Salam is on campus the second Friday of 
each month to meet with Muslim students. Feel free to 
contact him at 748-8427. 


Being Jewish: 
The Torah as path to holiness 
by Josh Margo 


Josh is a third year student in English Literature and on 
the executive of Concordia Hillel. 


Judaism is one of the world’s oldest religions, and the first 
to believe in one G-d. Abraham, the father of the Jewish 
People, began to spread monotheism in the year, 1762 
BCE, over 3500 years ago. According to Jewish tradition, 
G-d gave the Torah, or the Bible, to the People of Israel, 
the children of Abraham, in the year, 1314 BCE, at Mount 
Sinai, in the Sinai Dessert. 


Ever since that day, the People of Israel have led their 
lives according to the Torah. To this day one of the most 
important aspects of Judaism is the study of Torah. The 
Torah introduced to the world, the idea, of “all people cre- 
ated equal in the image of G-d”. It speaks of Tzar Baalei 
Chaim, the prohibition to harm animals, and to respect the 
environment. According to the Talmud, the great book of 
Jewish Law, the most important commandment in the To- 
rah is “To love your neighbor as you love yourself’. This 
message has dominated Jewish life for millennia, combin- 
ing intensive prayer, keeping kosher, observing the 
Shabbat, with a never-ending emphasis on the other; to 
look beyond one’s self. Jews are commanded by the To- 
rah to give a large portion of their income to people who 
are in need. 


Judaism is, more than anything, about combining “heaven 
and earth”. To be holy, and yet not to escape from this 
world, but rather to imbue this world with holiness and di- 
vinity. A main aspect of the Torah is the holiness of the 
land of Israel, and the centrality that it should play in a 
Jew’s life. Jews pray three times a day, always facing Je- 
rusalem, the same while praying for peace and harmony, 
in Jerusalem, and in the world.£2 


Rabbi David Merling is our Jewish Chaplain associated 
with Concordia Hillel. Rabbi David can be reached at the 
Hillel Centre, 3460 Stanley Street, tel. 845-9171 or 


rabbi@hillel.montreal.gc.ca. 


Lessons from the Holocaust: 
The March of Remembrance 


and Hope 
by Peter Coté 


Last May 400 university students from around the world 
traveled to Poland for the inaugural March of Remem- 
brance and Hope. The purpose of the program is to give 
students an in depth experience of the Holocaust, to visit 
the sites and to meet those who experienced it. Seven- 
teen Canadian students participated, including two from 
Concordia. | served as Chaplain to the Canadian group. 


It was a most profound, indeed life-changing, experience 
for many. We toured the concentration/death camps of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and Majdanek. We spent a day learn- 
ing about life and death in the Warsaw Ghetto while walk- 
ing the area it once encompassed. We visited Krakow, and 
the old Jewish Quarter there, Lublin and much more. We 
spent hours, long into the night, discussing amongst our- 
selves, and with other participants from other countries, 
the experiences we had just shared — much reflection, many 
tears. We also met, and learned from, international ex- 
perts on the Holocaust and the Holocaust survivors who 
accompanied each of our groups. 


The following article is the personal reflection of one of the 
Concordia students. The March of Remembrance and 
Hope will gather again in December of 2002 (approx. dates: 
Dec. 28 to Jan. 5, 2003). Any student interested in dis- 
cussing the possibility of participation should contact me 
during this term. 


Peter Cédté is Coordinator of Concordia University Chap- 
laincy and University Chaplain, 
peter.cote@concordia.ca or 848-3586. 


A Student’s Thoughts... 
by Mary Albino 


Mary Albino is a fourth year student in Religious Studies 
and the Liberal Arts College program. 


The March of Remembrance and Hope was one of those 
experiences that follows you around for a long time, and | 
can’t say that | mind. Despite the seriousness of the sub- 
ject matter, the experience had an incredibly uplifting ef- 
fect on me, almost as if the world made more sense after 
seeing the evidence of one of the more insane episodes in 
human history. 


A moment that sticks out in my mind is an interaction that 
took place between the Canadian and German students 
where we asked them if they felt like the heirs of Nazism, 
as if they had, to some degree, inherited the debt of the 
Holocaust. Someone replied that it’s a strange thing but 
most of them will never know whether they are actually 
linked by blood to Nazism because of the unspoken bar- 


rier that restricts anyone from asking their grandparents 
what they were doing during the war. Considering the small 
scale of the Nazi resistance in Germany most people ac- 
cept the fact that chances are slight that their family mem- 
ber was part of it. 


| can’t remember if this next part actually occurred, but in 
my recollection someone interrupts at this point and says 
that it isn’t the possibility of a blood connection that makes 
one feel the personal burden of the Holocaust. It is rather, 
in knowing the circumstances under which the Nazis were 
able to seize the control necessary to put the Final Solu- 
tion into practice, one realizes that they would have done 
what most Germans did, and gone along with a plan that 
wasn’t theirs, but which would— almost inevitably— be- 
come theirs. Most people in the room held some sympa- 
thy for the situation of the average Nazi Party members— 
perhaps not enough to forgive them— but certainly enough 
to understand how they could be members of the human 
species. 


MRH presented the Holocaust in its full complexity. There 
was never any attempt to distill it down to a war between 
good and evil, which | found to be a great relief. For one, 
because that’s what we’ve all already heard and for an- 
other, because Auschwitz, Birkenau and Majdanek make 
that case convincingly, without any help. | went home from 
Poland with a sense of having gone beyond a clear diag- 
nosis of the forces at work in the Holocaust and with more 
of a concern for what to do now. The answer that has been 
the most meaningful for me is to attempt, on the smallest 
scale, to refrain from the process of diagnosing good from 
evil. The Nazis, after all, thought in their own warped minds 
they were doing a good thing in carrying out the Final So- 
lution. It was the Jews, the Slavs, the gypsies, the political 
dissidents and the homosexuals among others who were, 
according to them, evil and had “earned” the hatred that 
was sent their way. 


Mobilizing forces for the triumph of good over evil might 
not, in the wake of the Holocaust and other genocides, be 
as useful as learning to not fall under the sway of those 
who would have us hate as cheats, liars and good-for- 
nothings the other who they cannot, or will not accept as 
fully human. 


Outreach Experience | 
_ A special opportunity to share your talents with those | 
of our society with special needs: 


The Sick, The Elderly, Our Youth | 


For more information call : 


Michelina Bertone SSA — 848-3591 | 
| (mbertone@alcor.concordia.ca) 
| Ellie Hummel — 848-3590 
| (Ellie. Hummel@concordia.ca) 
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Concordia Chaplaincy 


A look at the programs we’re offering during the winter term. 


Stay tuned Concordia 
World Youth Day 2002 is just 
around the corner! 


by Alexis Pearson 


Alexis Pearson is a third year student in Communication 
Studies and a member of the core team organizing Con- 


cordia’s World Youth Day participation. 


What is WYD? In a nutshell, it is an event where hun- 
dreds of thousands of young people from around the world 
gather in one city to meet, pray and celebrate their faith. 


Since its founding in 1985 by Pope 
be John Paul II, World Youth Day has 
~\ taken place in such cities as Paris, 

: Buenos Aires and Denver. In the 
summer of 2000 | joined over 2 mil- 
lion people in the streets of Rome 
i wont” for the millennial celebration. 
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One of the highlights of WYD 2000 
was the testimony of Jean Vanier, the founder of the L’Arche 
community. He talked about his life of dedication to the 
care of mentally challenged adults and in the simplicity 
and power of his words, was a living example of the bound- 
lessness of love. 


This year World Youth Day will take place in Toronto where 
an estimated one million young people will gather from 
July 22-28 to participate in cultural festivities, evenings of 
music and dance and to hear speeches by Pope John Paul 
ll, Jean Vanier and others. The celebration will begin how- 
ever with a gathering of 50, 000 in Montreal, from July 18 
—21. 


There are three ways that you can get involved in World 
Youth Day: 


1) Participate!: Campus Ministry is building a team 
of brave participants as we speak! The “pilgrims” 
will participate in spiritual, cultural and outreach 
programs in the months leading up to WYD. 

2) Volunteer! Volunteer to host two young participants 
from other parts of the world who are expected in 
Montreal between July 18-21. Also, we need vol- 


unteers to help organize various activities for our 
guests. 

3) Pray! We want this event to be a major success 
and the best way to ensure that is to continue plac- 
ing it in the hands of God. 


Don’t miss this great opportunity, become a participant! LJ 


For more information or to participate in Concordia’s World 
Youth Day group contact: 


Michelina Bertone, SSA - 848-3591 
(email: mbertonne@alcor.concordia.ca) 


Fr. Raymond Lafontaine - 848-3587 
(email: revray@alcor.concordia.ca) 


Building Bridges 


Chaplaincy’s 
Prison Visit Programme 


This is an eight-week program of structured group 
visits with inmates at the Federal Training Centre in 
Laval. The group leaves from Annex Z (2090 Mackay) 
at 6:15 pm. on Monday evenings. The size of the 
group is limited and advance registration is required. 


An information session/ orientation will be held on 
Monday, January 21, 2002, Annex Z, 2 PM. Visits be- 
ie a on January 28, 2002. 
_ For more information call. 


Peter Coté (848-3586) 


Silent Retreat at the Cistercian 


Monastery at Rougemont 


March 1-3, 2002 


An opportunity to be still, to reflect on life and to 
share with others in an atmosphere of peace and 


prayer. 


The cost is: 
$50 for students - $75.00 for non-students 


For more information call: 


848-3588 


...and do you sometimes wish you could 
go deeper into the spiritual questions some re- 
ally great films raise? Then perhaps... 


Video Divina: 


A Spiritual Perspective on the Movies 
is for you! 


Co-sponsored by Concordia Chaplaincy and the Loyola 
Chapel Community. 


Each evening includes a shared meal, viewing of the film 
followed by discussion. 


January 20: The Chosen 
January 27: The Remains of the Day 
February 3: Babette’s Feast 


The evenings will be facilitated by Fr. Raymond Lafontaine. 


Where? - Loyola Chapel (next to the AD Building on 
the Loyola Campus) from 5-9 pm. 


For more information call Chaplaincy at 848-3588 
or Fr. Raymond at 848-3587. 


LUNCH BUNCH: 
A Time to Share Food for the Body and the Soul 


This is an informal lunch gathering and a chance to 
talk with friends and meet new people. Please bring 
your own brown-bag lunch, and Chaplaincy will pro- 
vide coffee, tea and hot chocolate and our friendly, 
welcoming space! 


Mondays: 12:30 noon - 1:30 pm at Annex Z 
(2090 MacKay), Room 105. 

For more information, contact Ellie Hummel at 848- 
3590 or Ellie. Hummel@concordia.ca or 
Michelina Bertone at 848-3591 or 
mbertone@alcor.concordia.ca 


Did you remember to FEED THE FUND? 


Reflections 


What is Reflections? 

Here is how participants have described it: 

<« Reflections is a group of people who get together to 
share themselves through their divine self, sharing 
about spirituality and what it means to be a human 
being. 

2« | was searching for something like this, where | could 
talk about spirituality in a very free and open way, some- 
how different from the “regular” way of a church or a 
specific religion. 

z« \|t gave me support, wisdom and even more, under- 
standing. 

zt What! liked most about this group is the freedom | felt 
in expressing my own spirituality, and sharing with the 
amazing people I’ve met in the course of this group. 

«a Atfirst, | attended it out of curiosity, then, out of aneed 
to get in touch with myself, while, at the same time, 
getting away from my hectic student/part-time worker 
schedule. 

«1 Reflections continues to be a great tool in my journey 
to a healthier mind, body and spirit. 


Come and find out for yourself! 


Tuesdays: 2:30 pm — 4:00 pm 
Annex Z (2090 Mackay), Room 105 
For more information, contact Ellie Hummel at 848-3590 
or Ellie. Hummel@concordia.ca. 


Ramadan (continued from page 1) 


Several special events have been held during this month, 
including a Montreal wide Iftar, the largest in Montreal his- 
tory with nearly 1000 people, mostly students, participat- 
ing. Afood basket program called “Ramadan Delights” was 
started, to collect and distribute non-perishable food items 
to families in need. Three Islamic Awareness days were 
held in the Mezzanine where MSA members welcomed 
questions about Islam and cleared up common miscon- 
ceptions. 


The end of Ramadan is commemorated by a holiday called 
Eid-ul-Fitr. It is a joyous occasion spent with family and 
friends in happiness and gratitude. The day begins with a 
special congregational prayer at the mosque, later celebra- 
tions include gift exchanges, delicious feasts, and visiting 
loved ones. This is indeed the most beautiful time of 


year. LL) 


Our annual fund raising drive is over now, but Concordia Chaplaincy accepts donations year- 


round. You can still help us to continue feeding hungry students! For more info: 848-3588 


We are counting on you! 


A New Way fo Know What’s 
Happening at Campus Ministry 


Has it ever happened that you just notice an announce- 
ment on the bulletin board only to see that it was last night? 
At Campus Ministry we have taken another technological 
step to keep you informed. This October sees the estab- 
lishment of the Campus Ministry list server. Now to keep 
in touch with Campus Ministry, receive information about 
upcoming events and the semester’s programs one need 
only subscribe and regular updates and special announce- 
ments will be sent to your e-mail address. It is as easy as 
this: 


Send an e-mail to... 
majordomo@concordia.ca 
In the body of the e-mail simply write: 


subscribe Campus-Ministry 


NOTE: If your e-mail software adds a signature to your 
message then a second line is required containg one word: 
END (as typed). 
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Habitat for Humanity at Concordia 


Are you interested in helping form a Campus Chapter of 
HFH at Concordia? Campus Chapters are student-led, 
student-run organizations working in partnership with HFH 
International. A chapter performs three main functions: 
building or rehabilitating houses in partnership with Habi- 
tat affiliates and homeowners; educating the campus and 
local community about the need for affordable housing 
and the work of HFH; and raising funds for the work of 
Habitat. 


Habitat for Humanity International is a non-profit, ecumeni- 
cal Christian housing ministry dedicated to eliminating 
poverty housing. Habitat for Humanity challenges people 
of all faith traditions, cultural and economic backgrounds 
to join in partnership with low-income families to improve 
the conditions in which they live. 


HFH Canada works in partnership with its sister organi- 
zation HFH Jamaica in building affordable housing in Ja- 
maican neighbourhoods. Canadian Campus Chapters 
often raise funds and participate in builds in Jamaica, in 
our own Montreal region or elsewhere in Canada. 


If you are interested in helping build a HFH chapter at 
Concordia please contact Peter Cété at 848-3586 or Ellie 
Hummel at 848-3590. 


What do chaplains do ~ Why come to Chaplaincy? 


That's a question | am often asked when | tell people that | am one of the University Chaplains. 


As part of Student Services at Concordia University, we offer students an opportunity to explore and exam their lives 


from a perspective of faith and spirituality. 


So, when do students come to Chaplaincy? 


v Many students come to attend one of our programs. Some programs are worship and meditation groups, others 
are discussion groups, still others are social or community-based groups. Descriptions of upcoming programs 
can be found in this publication. 

Some students come for pastoral counselling. They would like to talk with someone who can help them look at 
their life issues from a perspective of faith and spirituality. They come to search for answers with the knowledge 
that human wholeness depends on our physical, mental and spiritual well being. Chaplains can provide pastoral 
counselling, and refer to other university departments when necessary. 

Some students seek to integrate a more spiritual life into their daily life. They seek to strengthen their prayer life, 
or seek guidance as they find their own spiritual path. They want to know where God is found in the midst of 
studying, exams, papers, work, family and everyday life. So they ask a chaplain to accompany them on their 
spiritual journey for a period of time. 

Some students have questions about a specific faith tradition. We, the chaplains, help them if we can, or they are 
referred to one of the members of our multi-faith team, who can explore their questions with them. 

Some students need someone to celebrate transitions in their relationships. Many students come to prepare for 
marriage. Did you know that Concordia Chaplaincy has a Roman Catholic Priest and a Protestant Minister on 
staff, who can officiate weddings? The department can also connect students with people who can prepare and 
officiate weddings from other faith traditions. 

Many students come to hang out in one of the lounges. They use the welcoming, friendly space to study, catch a 
nap, or visit and chat with one of the chaplains, staff and other students who are there. 


So why don’t YOU drop by Chaplaincy and see what a chaplain can do for you. 
Concordia Chaplaincy is a lot more than you think! Come, check it out. (3 
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Finding a Home at Campus Ministry 


| came back to school in the fall of 1999, after having been 
in the work force for the last 7 years. | came to Concordia, 
insecure and overwhelmed. How was | going to face this 
new challenge, put up with all those deadlines, get all my 
class notes organized, study for exams, read the required 
texts, and, through all that, maintain some semblance of 
sanity? 


It was during those first few weeks in my new environment 
that | started gathering all kinds of pamphlets on resources 
our school has to offer. It was in one of these pamphlets 
that | read about Chaplaincy, and decided to drop by at 
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, a weekly low-cost vegan meal 
provided by the Chaplaincy and the Peer Support Centre. 
When | got there, | immediately felt an unexplainable sense 
of community and belonging. It was there that | met Rev. 
Ellie Hummel, and was encouraged to attend a new pro- 
gram that she was putting together, called Reflections. 


Two years later | still attend that program, and am now 
part of the volunteer team at Mo’ Hubb’s. At Concordia’s 
Chaplaincy, | have found another home. | have met and 
shared my spirit with the most amazing people. My be- 
liefs, values and opinions have always been welcomed, 
and, in turn, my spirit has been all the more nurtured and 
blessed. Within these walls, | have found peace, calm and 
acceptance, a shoulder to cry on in times of troubles, and 
the most genuine love and care. All this has greatly added 
to my belief that, despite all else happening in this world, 
it's a wonderful life! 


Julie Bourbeau 
Julie Bourbeau is a third year student studying in Applied 
Human Sciences “Human Relations Program”. 


‘Lowards a Spirituality | 
of Non-violance 


An opportunity to explore and deepen our 
understanding of Jesus’ message of a non-violent way 
of being in relationship with self, others and the earth. 


The experience of Jesus, the Peacemaker and the 
meditation on his message will help us grow in innner 
harmony and in peacemaking. 


Beginning January 24, 2002 


Thursdays Noon to 1:00 pm 
SGW Annex Z, Room 105 


For more information: 
Michelina Bertone, SSA, 848-3591 
(mbertone@alcor.concordia.ca) 


Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the sons and 
daughters of God ys. 


On Building Bridges... 
A Reflection on the Prison Visits Program 


| was watching TV the other night, some lawyer show, 
where the lawyer was talking to her client, a guy who had 
been in jail most of his life. At one point he tells her, he 
knows he has done some bad things in his life, but he is 
not a bad man. That moment in that mostly irrelevant TV 
show really summed up what | got out of going to prison 
for a few hours every week during the past semester. 


| went with preconceptions, mostly about what the solu- 
tions are, that jails are not the answer and that compas- 
sion is what it is all about. And | left at the end of the se- 
mester with a more balanced understanding. The inmates 
are there for a reason and it is important to recognize this, 
however it is also important to put who they are into per- 
spective. 


It is way more complicated a situation then | think | ever 
imagined. Every inmate | sat down to talk with had a differ- 
ent story and a different point of view. And they all had 
good days and bad days. | was amazed at how articulate 
some were and the good cooks that are in our federal pris- 
ons. It really left me unsure if these inmates were part of 
the ‘margins of society’ or rather products of our society’s 
inability to deal with difference. 


| don’t know how this will effect my life, | guess it effects 
me in a lot of different ways, it makes me realize how simi- 
lar we all are, me doing a university degree and some guy 
who stole cars for a living. It makes me aware of how thin 
the line is between living the life that society expects of 
you and crossing over to the ‘other side’. 


| don’t know if these guys will change and if their time in 
jail has taught them anything. But | know that | am more 
convinced then ever that we need to find a way in this 
modern society to move beyond generalizations to a place 
were we recognize that each individual has something to 
offer. | am not arguing that we should let these guys out, 
but rather we need to realize why they are in there in the 
first place.L) 


Ilona Dougherty 
llona Dougherty is a third year student doing a double ma- 
jor in Contemporary Dance and Policy Studies. 


With Daryl Lynn Ross 
(tentative svhedule) 


Wednesdays at Annex Z (2090 Mackay) 


11:45 to 1:00 pm 
5:15-7:00 pm 
Thursdays at Loyola (2496 West Brodway) 
11:45-1:00 pm 
Info: Daryl Lynn Ross - 848-3585 


“Wild About Harry” 
a Christian Perspective 


Why are kids “just wild about Harry”? 


| recently took four of my nephews and nieces to see the 
film that children (young and old) had been long awaiting: 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. To prepare for 
this significant family event, | even read the book as | flew 
home from a meeting in Washington. Though unimpressed 
by the hype surrounding the movie, | was impressed by 
my sister Julie’s testimony that her son Christopher, who 
two years ago could only say, “Reading is boring!” had 
devoured all four books. At this writing, he is well into 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. 


As well, | was aware that in some conservative Christian 
circles there was a movement to ban Harry Potter. Be- 
cause the books feature trolls and goblins, potions and 
spells, witches and wizards, it was assumed that they were 
satanic, that they glorified the powers of darkness. 


After the movie, when | asked my nephews and nieces 
what part they liked best, | got a variety of answers: the 
invisibility cloak, the Quidditch match, Owl-post, the live 
Chess game. However, when asked who was their favor- 
ite character, they all replied: “Harry Potter” without bat- 
ting an eyelash. 


By human standards, Harry has several strikes against 
him. Orphaned at a very young age, he is being raised by 
an uncle and aunt who treat him like a slave. They lie to 
him about his true origins, and keep him in a cupboard 
under the stairs while pampering their own son. Harry is 
neither the smartest, nor the best looking, nor the most 
accomplished student at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry. He frequently makes mistakes; he gets him- 
self and his friends into terrible scrapes. 


What is attractive about Harry — ironically, in this era of 
antiheroes — is his moral fiber. Harry is loyal, generous, 
and courageous. He sticks up for the underdog and be- 
friends those who are left out. He is respectful of adults, 
even when they are unfair or misjudge him. In the face of 
much opposition, he perseveres in his mission — which is 
ultimately the age-old story of the battle between good and 
evil. 


Harry’s friends — and even his professors — are all afraid to 
mention the Evil Lord Voldemort, referring to him as “You- 
Know-Who” or “The-One-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named.” 
Harry, for his part, refuses to buy into this taboo. He seems 
to know that it is only in naming the Evil One (Voldemort is 
in fact the wizard who killed his parents) that we can gain 
any power over it. 


We ultimately learn that what gives Harry strength in his 
battle against evil are not his human qualities, but rather 
his mother’s sacrificial love. His kindly mentor Dumbledore 
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tells him: “Your mother died to save you. If there is one 
thing Voldemort cannot understand, it is love. He didn’t 
realise love as powerful as your mother’s for you leaves 
its own mark. Not a scar, not a visible sign - to have been 
loved so deeply, even though the person who loved us is 
gone, will give us some protection forever. It is in your very 
skin.” 


| am not suggesting that J.K. Rowling is deliberately seek- 
ing to communicate the Christian message in her enor- 
mously popular books. But like C.S. Lewis in his wonder- 
ful Chronicles of Narnia (more explicitly Christian allego- 
ries), the images and symbols she introduces into her nar- 
rative, for those with eyes to see, are classically Christian: 
the battle between good and evil, between the kingdom of 
light and the kingdom of darkness. 


They are also strangely reminiscent of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, who in his Spiritual Exercises calls those who would 
be followers of Christ to choose between two standards. 
The worldly standard of riches, pride, and honor, though 
immediately attractive to us, ultimately leads to despair 
and unhappiness. However, the Christian standard, in 
which we become willing to suffer poverty, contempt, and 
obscurity, in order to be with the poor and humble Christ, 
remains the one under which his followers are invited to 
gather. 


The battle between the standards of Christ and Satan, of 
Good and Evil, is constantly being played out through his- 
tory, in fact and fiction, in the battles reported by our news- 
papers and in the imaginations of our children. In a world 
of pervasive moral ambiguity and relativism, in a world of 
anti-heroes and skepticism about the ultimate triumph of 
goodness and truth, all of us — adults no less than children 
— need images that help us to make sense of this conflict, 
and to strengthen our commitment to the One who em- 
bodies truth, goodness, and sacrificial love. If Harry Pot- 
ter and his friends can inspire our children to choose truth 
over falsehood, good over evil, self-giving love over self- 
interest, then God bless them! 


Fr. Raymond Lafontaine 


Fr. Raymond Lafontaine is a chaplain at Concordia Chap- 
laincy and part-time lecturer in Theological Studies, and 
co-chair of the 2002 International Vocations Congress. 
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THE LOYOLA CHAPEL 
IS A PLACE OF PEACE, 
OF PRAYER AND OF CELEBRATION. 


WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR 
EUCHARIST. 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY AT 12:05 P.M. 
SUNDAY AT 11:00 A.M. 
The Chapel is located next to the ApministraTION [AD] BuiLDING on the 
Loyola Campus. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
| 848-3588 


Mother Hubbard's Cupboard: 


Mother Hubbard will be opening her cupboard once 
again this coming semester to serve up some yummy 
vegan food at 
Annex Z, room 105/6. 
j (2090 Mackay) 


Now on 

HURSDAY EVENINGS, 5 pm—7 pm. 
She asks for a donation of $1-2 . 

‘2 All students, their families and 

x. roommates are welcome. 


Info: Chaplaincy - 848-3588 or 
Peer Support Centre - 848-2859 


Meditation Retreat 


In the Buddhist tradition - 
for beginners as well as those with experience 


Led by Daryl Lynn Ross, Chaplain 
Myokyo, Abbess, Centre Zen de la Main 


January 11-13, 2002 
At Villa Marguerite Retreat Centre 
(In Pierrefonds] 


The all-inclusive cost will be: 
$35 for students - $50 for non-students. 


For more information: 
Daryl Lynn Ross - 848-3585 


[darylyn@vax2.concordia.ca] 


Mother Hubbard Needs Help! 


@ld Mother SCubbard 
went to her cupboard 

lo give the old dog a bone 
Sut when she got there, 
students asked for their fare, 

and all of her helpers had flown. 


Itis true, many of the people who have helped out at Mother 
Hubbard’s Cupboard in past years have moved on, and 
she needs volunteers to 

2«cook (no previous experience necessary), 

«1set up 

e« serve 

«ido dishes 

2«clean up 


If you can help, or would like to get more information, please 
contact Ellie Hummel (848-3590 or Ellie. Hummel@ 
concordia.ca) or the Peer Support Centre (848-2859 or 
psp@alcor.concordia.ca). 


Concordia's Sikh Chaplaincy 
Mr. Manjit Singh meets with Sikh students 
every second Wednesday during the se- 

mester. 

These are informal, group gatherings. First meeting 

in the winter semester is January 16th 
from 5:30-7:30 pm, 
At the Newman Centre, 3484 Peel Street. 
Manjit is also available to meet individually with 
students. 


For information contact Manjit at 697-3527, or at 
lo.man@ sympatico.ca. 


Peter Coté, - L-WF 105 = 848-3586 
Fr. Raymond Lafontaine L-WF106 848-3587 
Daryl Lynn Ross, L-WF 103 848-3585 


Michelina Bertone, S.S.A., S-Z 104 848-3591 
Ellie Hummel (Rev.), S-Z 102 848-3590 


(e-mail: bpglovr@alcor.concordia.ca) 


CHapLAINcy is a unit of Advocacy & Support Services, a part of Student Services 


Droge by aud vist! There 0 a lot more to Concordia Chaplaincy than you might imagine! 


We are located at: 
Belmore House (Loyola) 2496 West Broadway - 848-3588 Fax: 848-3592 
Annex Z (SGW) 2090 Mackay - 848-3593 


...and don't forget to visit our website at: 
http://advocacy.concordia.ca/ministry/index.html 


